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HOUGH the dn God is the 
original ſource of every bleſling ; yet, 
in the ordinary courſe of things, bleſs 

ſings are not immediately and miracu- 
way poured down from heaven, but are, through 
the ſeaſonable friendly conveyance of one creature, 
tranſmitted to another. The author of all things 
hath ſo framed, and doth fo govern the wide-exs 
tended univerſe, that every part of it, willingly or 
unwillingly, promotes that perfection and happi- 
neſs of the whole, and in particular of the human 

8 which was deſtined for them in the divine 
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decree. Angels are all miniſtring , ſpirits, ſerif 


forth to miniſter to them that are heirs. of ſalva- 
tion. The fon, that he -may. enlighten, and anti- 
mate, and cheer, and adorn the earth, cometh forth 
as a bridegroom out of his chamber, and rejoiceth 
as a ſtrong man to run his race. With no leſs 
unwearied activity the other eeleſtial bodies per- 
form their ſtated revolutions, and contribute to 
the regularity, beauty, and harmony of the uni- 
verſe. If we deſcend to this lower region, there, 
even fire, hail, ſnow, vapour, and ſtormy wind, 
fulfil God's pleaſure. Thus the general ſcheme of 
Providence, and the operations of animate and in- 
animate nature, ſtrongly indicate man's obligation 
to obey the will of the ſupreme Lord of all, and in 
his ſphere to promote the great deſigns of the di- 
vine wiſdom and goodneſs. It is not enough that 
he cannot be charged with deliberately thwarting 


the end of his creation : if he is altogether unac- 


tive, and inſtead of rightly employing his. talents, 


lives an indolent, dreaming, uſeleſs, unprofitable 


fe, he is guilty of oppoſing the intentions of his 


maker, and. on that account liable to condemna- 
tion. Good works, works whereby God is glo- 
rified, and the happineſs of -mankind promoted, 


are abſolutely neceſſary to juſtify a profeſſion of pi- 


ety to God, and of benevolence to man; and we 
may well apply here what our Lord ſays in another 
caſe, He that is not with me, is againſt me; and 
* he that gathereth not with me, ſcattereth *. 
„Match. xii, 30. | 
The 
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The acquiring or exerciſing eminent {kill in uſe- 

ful.arts and ſciences, undoubtedly deſerves to be 
ranked among good works; yet too often men 
are prompted to this by no higher principles than 
ambition, covetouſneſs, nay, even love of eaſe and 
pleaſure. Scripture therefore lays no ſtreſs on this, 
but lays great ſtreſs on works of charity and bene- 
ficence, as evidences of true religion. © My little 
« children, (faith John *), let us not love in word, 
% neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth: and 
e hereby we know that we are of the truth, and ſhall 
« affure our hearts before him.” And a greater 
than John repreſents the trial at the general judge- 
ment, as reſpecting the evidence men. have given 
of ſuitable regards to the Redeemer, or the want 
of ſuch regards, by having relieved or negle&ed 
to relieve thoſe in diſtreſs f. 

It is not, however, my preſent deſign to explain 
and inforce the grace of charity, or that extenſive 
branch of it, compaſſion to the afflicted. I rather 
chuſe to recommend one particular ſpecies of mer- 
cy, namely, the training up. in fuch a manner the 
children of the poor, in the knowledge and prac- 
tice of religion, and in uſeful induſtry, that their 
ſons may be as plants grown up in their youth, 
and that their daughters may be as corner-ſtones, 
poliſhed after the ſimilitude of a palace that 
their ſons being early planted by divine grace in 
the houſe of the Lord, may grow up to full ma- 


* x John ii. 18. 19. + Matth. xxv. 31.—46. 
turity 
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turity and ſtrength in his courts; and that their 
daughters, ſhining in their native ſweetneſs, and 
adorned with a humble, modeſt, pious, meek, and 
quiet ſpirit, may exceed in beauty and graceful- 
neſs thoſe poliſhed pillars which ende a "aged 
palace. 
Time will not allow me to delineate the manner 
in which children muſt be trained up, if we would 
have the comfort of this glorious and delightful 
fight. It would greatly contribute to the eaſe and 
intereſt of young people, and to the peace and fe- 
city of all with whom they may ſtand connected, 
were they early formed to habits of compaſſion and 
humanity, courteouſneſs and civility, truth and in- 
tegrity, diligence and application, of ſubmiſſion to 
thoſe above them in years or authority, and of 
bearing it with patience, that their humours are 
croſſed, their deſires not gratified, and their un- 
reaſonable hopes diſappointed. q 

Yet this care, however neceſſary, is 190 no 
means fufficient. Unenlightened reafon hath 
taught theſe leflons ; and men animated by no 
worthier motives than intereſt or honour, have in 
fome meaſure practiſed them. Theſe men are uſe- 
ful to ſociety, from principles, which, had circum- 
ſtances varied a little, would have led them to un- 
dermine it. An uſefulneſs fo precarious is not to 
be confided in. Conſtant and uniform goodneſs 
can only flow from real religion. Perhaps this is 
one reaſon why, in the 15th pſalm, the heirs of 
heaven are deſcribed, chiefly from their perform- 

| | ANCE 


1980 
ance of Tovial duties, and their freedom from 
the oppoſite vices: becauſe, though in particular 
inſtances, there may be right conduct where there 
is no religion; yet God, who trieth the heart, and 
bath pleaſure in uprightneſs, often brings men in- 
to cireumſtances, in which religion alone can pre- 
vent their deviating from the ee you Fu 
charity. | 
Scripture every where rehreſents right belief as 
neceſſary to produce | ſuch a religious tetnper, 
Without knowledge, the heart cannot be good; 
and if — it is ede faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt. 
; A belief that Jeſav is the Chriſt, the Sowof thi 
living God, or, which is the ſame thing, a belief 
that God ſent his Son to be the Saviour of the 
world, neceſſarily ſuppoſes a belief, that the world 
was in circumſtances which: rendered ſuch: a dif 
penſation abfolutely negeflary for their recovery, 
The goſpel proclaims liberty to the captives. 'To 
men inſenſible of their bondage, that proclamation 
muſt feem an inſult, not a favour. They only who 
know their miſery, and their utter inability to help 
themfelves out of it, will welcome the tidings, that 
m een and to ſave that which was 
loſt. $ 
If, therefore, aug the bleſſing of God, we 
would promote in young people that ſenſe of theit 
ſpiritual wants, without which Chriſt and his ſal- 
vation will be viewed with indifference. or con- 
AEM let us endeavour to impreſs on their minds 
EY * 


[8 ] ; 
juſt ſentiments of the being and perfections of 
God, and their relations to him as their creator, 
preſerver, and bountiful benefactor. Let us re- 
mind them, that this glorious God, to whom they 


are indebted for all they enjoy, demands a perfect 


and perſevering obedience to his laws, ſees their 
actions, hears their words, knows. the very thoughts 
of their hearts, and, as he is now the witneſs of 
their temper and conduct, will ere long be their 
judge. Let us appeal to their reaſon, if the loving 
the Lord God with all the heart, and foul, and mind, 

and ſtrength, and our neighbours as ourſelves, is not 
fit and becoming ; and if the law which injoins this 
love, and a correſponding practice, is not holy, 
and juſt, and good. Let us appeal to their con- 
ſciences, if they have not failed of yielding a com- 
plete obedience to theſe infinitely equitable pre- 
cepts ; nay, if matters are not wretchedly amiſs 
with them ; if they are not under the dominion of 
corrupt inclinations and appetites, which hurry 
them on to courſes equally oppoſite to their duty 
and to their intereſt, even when they ſee that their 
ruin in this and a future world muſt be the con- 


ſequence; if their evil diſpofitions have not been 


already increaſed, and are not in danger of be- 
ing ſtill farther increaſed, by intercourſe with o- 
thers as bad as themſelves; if they are not utterly 
unable to cure the moral diſeaſes with which ſin 
has infected their hearts; and if, by known, deli- 
berate, preſumptuous wickedneſs, they have not 
rendered themſelves unworthy of God's pity = 

help. 
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help. Let us aſk them, if the God aca whom 
they haye rebelled, may not juſtly permit the evil 
ſpirits whoſe counſels they have followed, to lead 
them captive at their pleaſure. Let us inculcate it 
u pon them, that in God's favour is life; that thoſe 
fr are truly bleſſed whom he chuſeth, and cau- 
ſeth to approach to himſelf; but that there is de- 
ſtruction to the wicked, and a ſore and ſtrange 
plagye to the workers of iniquity; ſo that the 
ſtouteſt-hearted among them ſhall find how fearful 
2 thing it is to fall into the hands of the living 
God. 

Having thus opened the extenſive demands of 
the law of God, and diſplayed its awful terrors; as 
we mean not to drive them to deſpair, we muſt 
alſo publiſh to them the glad tidings of ſalvation by 
the remiſſion of fins, through the tender mercies 
of our God. Tell thee, ye who wiſh well to 
their precious ſouls, that God fo loved a wretch- 
ed and a worthleſs world, as to ſend his only- 
begotten Son, to be wounded for our iniquities, 
and bruiſed for our tranſgreſſions ; that whoſoever 
believeth on him might not periſh, but might have 
everlaſting life, Telt them, that the blood of 


God's Son cleanſeth from all fin ; that his merits 


have intitled thouſands of the . of ſinners, and 
can intitle thoufands more, to eternal life; and 
that his Spirit can take the ſtony heart out of our 
fleſh, and put into us hearts of fleſh ; that theſe 
ineſtimable bleſſings are freely offered to every 
hearer of the goſpel, and none excluded from a 
ſhare in them, fave they who by final impenitence 
* ä 3 and 
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and unser exclude themſelves. Tell them, that 
the Redeemer, in the days of his humiliation, diſ- 
covered a peculiar tenderneſs of affection for little 
children, by laying his hands upon them, and 
bleſſing them, and ſaying, Suffer little children 
* to come to me, and forbid them not; for of 
e ſuch is the kingdom of heaven: and that, to 
encourage thoſe who devote to him the flower of 
their youth, and the vigour of their ſtrength, he 
hath alſo faid, I love them that love me; and 
te they that ſeek me early, ſhall fd me.“ So- 
lemnly warn them, that theſe words of falvation, 
which, when received with faith and love, are a 
favour of life unto life, will, if rejected or deſpi- 
ſed, prove a ſavour of death unto death. 
Nor is it enough that we teach young people 
the doctrines and duties of Chriſtianity. As they 
are in danger, both from their companions, and 
thoſe farther advanced in life, of imbibing that 
inſtruction which cauſeth to err from the words of 
knowledge, we muſt alſo make them know the cer- 
tainty of the things wherein they are inſtructed; 
arguing with them, that a ſcheme ſo glorious as 
Chriſtianity muſt needs have God for its author; 
and that God hath borne witneſs to its divine ori- 
ginal, by ſigns, and miracles, and divers mighty 
works, and gifts of the Holy Gholt ; and eſpe- 
cially by the reſurrection of Jeſus from the dead. 
If the riſing generation rightly underſtood, and 
firmly believed the great truths of the goſpel, that 
faith would purify their hearts from inordinate affec- 
| tion 
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tion to the riches, pleaſures, and honours of this 
world, and inflame them with ardent love to their 
God and Redeemer ; that love, by enlarging their 
hearts, would animate them to run with chearfulneſs 
in the way of God's commandments ; nay, con- 
ſtrain them to live to him that died for them, and 
roſe again. And thus the doctrines of our holy 
religion, when received, not as the word of man, 
but as they are in truth, the word of the living 
God, would powerfully excite to a becoming beha- 
viour in every character and relation of life. 

The moſt tranſient reflection on theſe things 
may convince us, that no good man beſtows a 
more uſeful and important charity than he who 
contributes to the Chriſtian education of poor 
children. It may not however be improper, as 
the plaineſt truths are often overlooked, to repre- 
ſent to you ſome of the peculiar excellencies of 
this ſpecies of charity, And, | 

I. This charity tends to prevent miſery, and 
therefore is more noble than that which only al- 
leviates diſtreſs, or procures it a ſhort and uncer- 
tain relief. Our reliſh for good, I readily ac- 
knowledge, is then moſt exquiſite, when that 
good is obtained and enjoyed after we have long 
telt the oppoſite evil. Yet ſcarcely would any 
man purchaſe that increaſe of pleaſure, by years 
of poverty and fickneſs, of torture of body, or of 
anguiſh of ſpirit. You account yourſelf more in- 
debted to him who preſerves you from adverſity, 
than to him who, in misfortunes, which his ſea- 
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ſonable compaſſion and care might have eaſily 4 

verted; affords you a ſcanty and imperfect ſupply; 
and he is juſtly eſteemed to do another a great- 
er kindneſs, and better to promote his inteteſt, 
who endeavours to prevent his becoming wicked, 
than he who only attempts to reclaim him from a 
courſe of abandoned wickedneſs when actually 
engaged in it. That very principle which inclines 
us to pity and relieve the diſtreſſed, or to reform 
the vicious, will, if wiſely directed, alſo incline us 
to with and endeavour, that diſtreſs and wicked: 
neſs may be prevented. He that doth good as 
objects of diſtreſs happen to fall in his way, res 
freſhes his own bowels, hearkens to the voice of 
humanity, and acts a truly amiable and worthy 
part: but he who, from a fteady ſettled principle 
of piety and benevolence, is anxious to ward off 
the evils of every kind incident to man, and to 
contrive ſchemes for advancing and ſecuring their 
happineſs, exerciſes a more perfect charity, not 
extorted on the ſight of miſery by mere animal 
impulſe, but flowing from a liberal foul devifing 
liberal things. I might add, that the good 
done by ſuch charity, though greater m itſelf, is 


often done with much leſs trouble and expence. 


It is far eaſier to put a young perſon in a way to 
feed and clothe himſelf, than to miniſter to the 
neceſlities of thoſe whom idleneſs and debauchery 
have reduced to indigent circumſtances. When 
the body is bowed down with dicaſe, the ſpirit 


ſunk wir ſorrow, or the heart hardened with the 
deceitfulneſs 


E 1 * 
deceitfulneſs of fin, our charity may come too late, 
and, though kindly meant, may prove ineffectual. 
- Educating the children of the poor is therefore an 
excellent charity. Many who muſt have groaned 
under pinching poverty, eat the bread of ſorrow, 
and drunk the water of affliction, are thus put in 
a condition to ſecure a livelihood to themſelves and 
families, to enjoy the comforts of life, nay, to 
miniſter out of their abundance to the neceſſities 
of others; many whom vice mi ight have brought 
to an infrons, untimely end, in conſequence of 
fach care, live beloved and honoured, and die la- 
mented ; and many who would have been holden 
with the cords of their ſin, and died without in- 
ſtruction, become eminent and exemplary Chri- 
ſtians, ſhining as lights in the midſt of a crooked 
and perverſe "A Rorrog And this leads me to 
obſerve, 

II. The pious education of poor children is cha- 
rity to the ſouls of men. By directing our boun- 
ty into this channel, thoſe may become really re- 
ligious, who would otherwiſe have grown up a- 
mong us a lewd and profligate race, void of all 
knowledge and ſenſe of duty. If he acts chari- 
tably, who, by feeding the hungry, and clothing 
the naked, lengthens out for a little a ſhort, pre- 
carious, and wretched life; doth not he act ſtill 
more ſo, who by recovering a ſinner from the er- 
ror of his way, faves a ſoul from death, and co- 
vers a multitude of fins? If it is kindneſs to ran- 
ſom from outward captivity, is it not ſuperior kind- 

| | neſs 
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neſs to contribute our endeavours, by a religious 
| education, to turn ſinners from darkneſs to light, 
and from the power of Satan tothe living God? 
If giving a piece of bread, or a cup of cold wa- 
ter, ſhall not loſe its reward; what ſhall be the re- 
ward of thoſe who ſupply periſhing ſouls with ſpi- 
ritual food, and conduct them to Chriſt, the foun- 
tain of living waters? The Prophet Daniel hath 
told us, © They (fays he *) that be wiſe, ſhall 
<« ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, and 
“ they that turn many. to righteouſneſs, as the 
« ſtars for ever and ever.” Thoſe, we may rea- 
ſonably conclude, ſhall ſhine brighteſt in the firma- 
ment of glory, who in this lower ſphere did moſt 
reſemble the Sun of righteouſneſs. In his tem- 
per and conduct, and in his only, compaſſion and 
love may be diſcerned in their fulleſt perfection. 
Theſe, it muſt be allowed, he gloriouſly diſplay- 
ed, in giving food to the hungry, health to the 
ſick, eyes to the blind, feet to the lame, nay life 
to the dead. Yet it was for other, and ſtill no- 
bler purpoſes, that the Sun of righteouſneſs aroſe 
on a dark benighted world. He left the boſom of 
the Father, he lived a life of ſorrow, and at laſt 
fubmitted to a ſhameful and accurſed death, that 
he might bring in an everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, diſpel the 
clouds of ignorance and vice, deſtroy the works 
of the devil, redeem from all iniquity, and puri- 


Dan. xii. 2. 
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fy to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. His charity in all things has the pre-emi- 
nence: but no acts of charity of which we are 
capable, ſo much reſemble his, and therefore none' 
are ſo excellent, as thoſe whereby we promote the 
ſalvation of precious and immortal fouls. Do you 
then call yourſelves Chriſtians, and yet grudge a 
little expence in that cauſe, for which God ſpared 
not his own Son, but delivered him to the death ? 
Are there amongſt us multitudes of young people, 
ready to periſh for lack of knowledge, expoſed an 
eaſy prey to the devil, the world, and the fleſh, 
and running on, inſenſible of danger, in the broad 
way that leadeth to deſtruction; and ſhall not your 
eyes pity, and your hands help? If you are not 
blind, you muſt ſee them in imminent hazard of 
being ſentenced to dwell with devouring flames 
and everlaſting burnings. There is a poſſibility 
your charitable endeavours may deliver them from 
ſo dreadful a doom, and can you deny them that 
charity? If their danger move you not, at leaſt 
be moved by your own. Remember who he was 
that ſaid, © If thou forbear to deliver them that 
« are drawn unto death, and thoſe that are ready 
“ to be ſlain; if thou fayeſt, Behold we knew it 
* not; doth not he that pondereth the heart con- 
* ſider it? and he that keepeth thy ſoul, doth not 
* he know it? and ſhall not he render to every 
* man according to his works * ?” 


Prov. xxiv. 11. 12. | 
* | III. The 
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3 The pious education of poor children, i is. a 
charity i in which, of all others, there is the moſt 
probable proſpect of doing good, and the ſmalleſt, 
danger of miſapplication, Objects of charity are 
many, and our relief cannot poſlibly reach them 
all : it is therefore our duty to 'order our alms 
with diſcretion, to beſtow them chiefly on thoſe 
who moſt. need, and beſt deſerve our help; and 
not to diſable ourſelves from relieyin g ſuch, by 
miſplacing our charity upon others, ſufficiently able 


by honeſt labour to ſupport themſelves. Now 


theſe rules of prudence ſtrongly recommend the 
charity of erecting and ſupporting ſchools for poor 
children. Theſe little. ones have no arts in beg- 
ging, no diflembled tokens of mifery to impoſe 


upon us, no affected clamours to overbear us: 


but, ah! how many diſorders and diſcaſes, natu- | 
ral and men are incident to their infirm and 
tender age! and to what various hazards are both 
foul and body expoſed through their own weakneſs 
and levity, and through the carelefineſs of others! 
Vet they feel not their worſt diſeaſe; their greateſt 
neceſſity they are utterly inſenſible of, and the 
dreadful dangers that hang over their heads alarm 
them not. They have no parents, or their parents 
are incapacitated by poverty or ignorance, to ſow 
in their young hearts the good ſeed of the word: 
that ſoil, therefore, without the aſſiſtance of others, 
muſt remain barren, or be overſpread with briars 
and thorns, which, through the bleſſing of God 

on 


— rg Wwe YuawW 


( 7 ] 
on due and timely culture, might have "AYR 
fruitful in every good word and work. 

As the danger of miſapplying this charity is 
ſmall, ſo the 19 5 of doing good by it is probable. 
It is in theſe days of their youth, that our endea- 
vours to form them uſeful members of ſociety, 
and fincere Chriſtians, bid faireſt to proſper: 
They brought into the world with them, it muſt 
be acknowledged, irregular appetites, and hearts 
diſaffected to God and goodneſs : but they have 
not as yet ſtrengthened, by a long courſe of pre- 
ſumptuous fin, this their natural depravity, har- 
dened their hearts from God's fear, and provoked 
his Spirit to ceaſe to be a reprover to them. In 
their firſt and early years, it fares in ſome degree 
with their minds as it does with. their bodies 
they are more ſupple and pliant, and can with leſs 
difficulty be bended into any form: whereas in riper 
age they grow rigid and ſtiff, and preſerve that 
ſhape and figure into which they were firſt mould- 
ed. Hence olomon adviſes, * © Train up a 
& child in the way he ſhould go ; and when he is 
&. old, he will not depart from it. Not but that 
there have been, and will be, many exceptions 
from this general obſervation. Yet till there is no 


circumſtance in life which has, greater influence 


than education on mens. ſentiments and manners: 
and even when thoſe well trained up, are over- 
come by the pollutions that are in the world, 


® Prov. xxii. 6. 
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through luſt, or ſatisfy themſelves with an empty 


form of godlineſs, conſcience often recoils, and 
the good principles imbibed in childhood, one 
time or other, pierce them with ſuch-anguiſh and 


contrition, as at length happily iſſue in repentance 


unto ſalvation not to be repented of. The reco- 
very of thoſe from the ſlavery of fin and Satan, 
who have grown old in ignorance and vice, is a 
much harder taſk: Can the nete change 
« his ſkin, or the leopard her ſpots? then may 
e they who are accuſtomed to do evil,” and want 
the knowledge which is the foundation of een 
impreſſions, © learn to do well.“ 
IV. Charity to poor children is of moſt exten - 
ſive influence, in promoting the glory of God, the 
advancement of religion, and the temporal proſpe- 
rity of a nation. It is indeed a noble charity, to 
ſupport thoſe in the decline of life, ready to fink 
under the double load of poverty and ſickneſs; it 
is a {till nobler charity to recover from the ſnare 


of the devil, the aged ſinner, whoſe miquities are 


multiplied more than his days, and whoſe ſteps at 
once haſten towards the grave, and towards eter- 
nal deſtruction: yet we cannot plead, that the 
general good of mankind is much promoted by 
ſuch charity. They who are about to leave the 
world, have little ability or leiſure to reform it. 
The young and gay regard their repentance as the 
effect of dotage, or at beſt neceſſity, not of a ſin- 
cere and rational choice. It is otherwiſe when 
youth are trained up in the good ways of God. 

7 0” | The 
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The happy effects of this charity are not confined 
to the immediate objects of it. Through the bleſ- 
ſing of God they often extend to their parents, 
their children, their friends, their neighbours, to 
the church and nation, and even to diſtant coun- 
tries and future ages. Parents diſabled by pover- 
ty to maintain and educate their children, are eaſed 
of that burden, nay, ſee a hopeful appearance that 
theſe children may prove to them what Obed was 
to Naomi, a reſtorer of their life, and a nouriſher 
of their old age. Poor children having been ac- 
cuſtomed by timely diſcipline to be tractable, and 
obedient to the advice and authority of their teach. 
ers; ſubmiſſion to rulers, who in the juſt conſtitutio- 
nal exerciſe of their power, are miniſters of God for 
good, and terrors only to evil doers, becomes eaſy 
to them, and they are in little danger of diſturbing 
the quiet either of church or ſtate : whereas they 
whoſe obſtinacy, ſelt-will, rudeneſs, and pride, 
have been ſuffered to take root in youth, will be 
apt to prove uneaſy under the gentleſt yoke, and 
rebellious againſt the beſt of governments. - Many 
who would otherwiſe have contracted habits of 
pilfering and cheating, or at leaſt have ſunk into 
a vagrant, loitering, inactive life, may be habitua- 
ted to uſeful labour, and inſtead of peſts or bur- 
dens, become eminent bleſſings to ſociety, and 
greatly increaſe the national wealth, which chiefly 
flows from the number of hands employed in arts. 
and manufactures. Families which otherwiſe. 
would have peſtered the public with ſwarms of 
C 2 NOXIOUS, 
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noxious creatures to prey upon its vitals, thus be- 
come nurſeries of honeſt induſtrious ſervants, di- 
ligent and (kilful apprentices, and profitable mem- 
bers of the commonwealth. The errors and dif- 
orders of men in low life, greatly affect the public 


_ proſperity and peace: now many of theſe errors 


flow from ignorance of religion; from the baneful 
influence of looſe examples ; from idlenefs, which 
ſtrengthens every irregular appetite, and opens a 
wide door to every temptation ; and from neceſ- 
ſitous ſtraitened circumſtances, which often leave 
men little leifure, and leſs inclination, for mind- 
ing the one thing needful ; yea, ſuggeſt to them 
diſhoneſt ſhifts for vottering their circumſtances, 
Againſt theſe inundations of public confuſion, 
charity-ſchools, when well regulated, are a confi. 
derable fence, by good inſtruction, by good dif- 
cipline, and by accuſtoming young people to in- 
duſtry and application. | 

Nor is it only the temporal proſperity of a na- 
tion which this charity is calculated to advance; it 
tends alſo to promote the ſpread of genuine Chri- 
ſtianity. Parents who have lived without God in 
the world, may be excited, by the bleſſing of God 
on the prayers, examples, and endeavours of their 
children, to join themſelves to the Lord in a per- 
petual covenant, never to be forgotten. When, 
by divine providence, theſe dear and promiſing 
youths enter upon public life, and intermingle in 
the bufineſs and converſation of the world; inſtead 


of corrupting others by an infectious example, by 
irreligious 


4 
irreligious and diſſolute principles, or by licentious 
and obſcene diſcourſe, it may be hoped, that their 
mouths ſhall ſpeak wiſdom, their tongues talk of 
underſtanding, and their hands be ready for every 
good work of induſtry and of charity, While 
their light thus ſhines before men, others ſeemg 
their good works, will glorify their heavenly Fa- 
ther. Their amiable example will recommend the 
good ways of God to men wha have hitherto been 
ſtrangers or enemies to religion. One and ano- 
ther of them ſhall be accoſted thus, perhaps by 
ſuch from whom they would have expected it leaſt: 
66 will go with you; for I have ſeen that God is 
with you. Thy people ſhall be my people, and 
thy God my God.“ And when that God who 
ſetteth the ſolitary in houſes, ſhall make them fa- 
milies like a flock, the things that they have heard 
and known, and their teachers have told them, 
they will not hide from their children, that the' 
generation to come may know them, even the 
children that ſhall be born, that they alſo may a- 
riſe, and declare them to their children, that they 
may fet their hope in God, and not forget his 
works, but keep his commandments. ” Thus one 
generation ſhall praiſe . God's works to another, 
and ſhall declare his mighty acts. The Redeem- 
er's name ſhall endure for ever, and ſhall be con- 
tinued as long as the ſun; nay, the bleſſing ſhall 
extend to diſtant countries as well as to future a- 
ges. Conſiderations refpeQing the life that now 
is, or that which is to come, carrying the perſons 
of 
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of fome, and the influence of others, to foreign, 
lands, ſhall carry with them the goſpel of Chriſt.” 
Thus men ſhall be bleſſed in Jeſus, and all na- 
tions ſhall call him bleſſed. God, for the glory 
of his name, will ſaw his people in all corners of 
the earth, that he may pave the way for ſaying to 
them that were not his people, . Thou art my peo- 
< ple;” and for their ſaying, . Thou art my God.“ 
In the dark places of the eaſt and of the weſt, 
of the ſouth and of the north, now full of the ha- 
bitations of cruelty; religion, without enthuſiaſm 
or ſuperſtition, liberty without licentiouſneſs, go- 
vernment without tyranny and oppreſſion, ſhall find 
new abodes, What hurts or defiles ſhall be more 
and more removed; and the earth become full of 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
— "HE 

Say not, that things ſo glorious cannot be ho- 
ped from the education of poor orphans : I flatter 
myſelf, they may be hoped from the education of 
many of the dear youths now before me. Of 
what grace, or of what gift of the Spirit, does the 
obſcurity of their birth, and the poverty or death 
of their parents, render them incapable? Conſult 
the hiſtory. of paſt ages. Is there not often a wheel 
within a wheel, which, in an amazing manner, 
raiſes men of the meaneſt deſcent to the moſt emi- 
nent and important ſtations? Or hearken to what 
the ſacred oracles declare: © God raiſeth up the 
6 poor out of the duſt, 4 lifteth the needy out 


« of 


_ I. 
40 of the dunghill, that he may ſet him with prin« 
« ces, even with the princes of his people .“ 
God hath formerly choſen, and we know he can 
{till chuſe, * the weak things of the world, to cons 
« found the things which are mighty; and baſe 
« things of the world, and things which are deſpi- 
ce ſed, yea, and things which are not, to eme to 
4 © * nought things that are f.“ 

Theſe conſiderations abundantly juſtify the pru- 
dence of the gentlemen,” who having raiſed, by 
their own generous contributions, a fund for main- 
taining, cloathing, and inſtructing poor ' orphans, 

from all corners of the kingdom, were erected in- 
to a corporation for that purpoſe, A. D. 1742. 
Such has been the ſucceſs of this benevolent inſti- 
tution, that many hundreds have been inſtructed 
in the principles of religion, reading, writing, a- 
rithmetic; and in ſpinning, and ſuch other employ- 
ments as might beſt fit them for uſefulneſs as, 

| tradeſmen or houſchold-ſervants. ' For twenty years 
paſt, there have been in the houſe from thirty- 
five to fifty children. The intereſt of their capital, 
and voluntary donations, enabled the corporation 
laſt Auguſt to increaſe the number of orphans to 
ſixty ; and ſince that time, to defray the expence 
of ſeveral alterations and improvements made on 
the Hoſpital. The managers being allowed the 
uſe of this chapel for occaſional ſermons, the col- 
lections at which go to the orphans, have turned 


Pal. exiii. 7. 8. + 1 Cor. i, 27. 28. 
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a conſiderable part of the houſe, formerly reſerved 
for preaching, into comfortable and healthy apart- 
ments for lodging the children, which are capable 
een double the number now in the houſe; 
and where nothing, ſave the narrowneſs of their 
funds, prevents their receiving many deſtitute or- 
phans, who ſolicit admittance. Surely this ſimple de- 
tail of facts will be motive ſufficient with the bene- 
volent and humane to patronize this inſtitution; 
It is now more than time to haſten to a concluſion, 
The falutary effects of. hoſpitals and charity: 
ſchools: muſt, in a great meaſure; depend on the 
wiſdom and faithfulneſs of their directors, in im- 
proving their funds to the beſt advantage; on their 
caution in preferring, without partial regards, the 
moſt proper objects of charity; and on their care 
in intruſting their inſtruction with men of con- 
ſcience and abilities. Permit me, therefore, to 
remind the managers of this hoſpital, that all their 
| deliberations and deciſions will be reviewed at a 
higher tribunal, and their moſt ſecret ſprings of ac- 
tion unvailed before an aſſembled world. If they 
have been unfaithful in the mammon of unrigh- 
teouſneſs, who will commit to their truſt the true 
riches &? And if through their unfaithfulneſs mul- 
titudes are miſerable in time and eternity, who 
might have been happy in both worlds, had they 
managed the concerns. of the public with. the ſame 
care they would have managed their own, can we 


®. Luke xvi. 11 


. | ſuppoſe; 
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ſuppoſe, that the blood of ſouls, ſouls whoſe Ge. 


vation ought to have been ono, in their lght, 
will not be required at their hands? 

But as many who now bear an honourable part 
in the adminiſtration of public charity, mult ſoon 
reſign to others that important truſt, it concerns 
thoſe who have the right of nominating their ſuc- 
ceſſors, if they would do juſtly and love mercy, and 
if they would not add to their own guilt, by being 
partakers of other mens ſins, to chuſe men fearing 


God, and . hating covetouſneſs ; that deſpiſe the 


gain of a proſtituted conſcience, will not be unduly 
biaſſed by ſolicitations, and ſhake their hands from 
holding of bribes : and however public virtue be 


ridiculed, permit me to ſay, that experience hath 


ſhown us, and I hope will continue to ſhow us, 
that ſuch men may be found. Nor ſhould modeſty 
or indolence lead them to decline, what perſons 
leſs qualified are too often eager to ſolicit. ' Per- 
haps there are few ways by which men who enjoy 
leiſure and opulent fortunes, and are in eaſy cir- 
cumſtances of life, can do the world more ſub- 
ſtantial ſervice, than by undertaking ſuch truſts 
from benevolent and diſintereſted motives, and ma- 
naging them with integrity and care. Such, there- 
fore, if tempted to decline that burden, would do 
well to conſider the doom of the ſervant who hid 
his talent in a napkin; and that to him that know- 
eth to do good, and hath opportunity of doing it, 

but doth it not, to him it is fin. 
I ſhall now turn to the maſter and miſtreſs em- 
ployed in teaching the chiidren in this Hoſpital. 
| D Let 
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Let not ſo excellent and well- appointed a charity 
in any meaſure miſcarry through your negligence 
or miſbehaviour. The public expects, and God 
himſelf, to whom you muſt give an account, de- 


mands, that you ſhould exert your beſt endea- 


vours, by uſeful religious inſtruction, by a pious 
example, by neceſſary diſcipline, and by fervent 
prayers, that the youth intruſted to your care may 
become uſeful members of ſociety, and fincere diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt. While your allowance from the 
public bears ſo ſmall a proportion to that important 
and difficult work in which you are employed, 

your faithful ſervices will find a nobler reward in 
the teſtimony of a good conſcience, and ſometimes 
too, in the pleaſure of obſerving the ſeeds of 


knowledge, religion, and virtue, ſpringing up un- 


der your culture, and promiſing a plenteous har- 
veſt: and though, in this reſpect, your labour 
ſhould ſeem in vain, your work ſhall be with the 
Lord, and you ſhall receive a full recompence at 
the reſurrection of the juſt. Be not. therefore 
weary in well-doing, though your employment has 


peculiar temptations to wearineſs and diſcourage- 
ment; for in due ſeaſon you ſhall reap, if you 


faint not. 
I mean not, in what I have ſaid, to treſpaſs a- 


gainſt juſtice and truth, by inſinuating the leaſt 
reflection on thaſe intruſted with the government 


of this Hoſpital, or with the inſtruction and in- 
ſpection of the orphans. There is however no 
impropriety in warning men againſt evils which at 
preſent they hold in the .utmoſt abhorrence, o- 

therwiſe 
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therwiſe the meek and gracious Jeſus would not 
have thus cautioned his diſciples : © Take heed to 
« yourſelves, leſt at any time your hearts be o- 
e yercharged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, 
« and cares of this life.“ 
- Time allows me to fay little to the dear orphans. 
Let your hearts burn with gratitude, and let your 
mouths be daily filled with the high praiſes of 
God, who put it into the heart of the founders 
and ſupporters of this inſtitution to provide for 
your neceſſities, and to ſecure you an education in 
all reſpeQs ſo, proper for you, that, by improving 
it aright, you may be happy both in time and 
through eternity. Pour out your prayers to God 
for the managers, and for the maſter and miſtreſs 
of the Hoſpital, who have taken a care af you 
which your own parents, by poverty or by death, 
were diſabled to take, Were it not for that care, 
you might have remained in the thickeſt Egyptian 
darkneſs, even in the midſt of Goſhen, and, tho 
born in the pale of the viſible church, have lived 
and died ſtrangers to the ſaving truths of the go- 
| ſpel. O conſider, that theſe eatly inſtructions, 
which are now your happineſs, if neglected, will 
prove your miſery, aggravate your guilt here, and 
increaſe your puniſhment hereafter! Your cafe 
will be the worſe for preſent advantages; and it 


t would have been better for yau not to have known 
t the way of righteouſneſs, than, after you had 
2 known it, to depart from the holy commandment. 
0. 


But I hope better things of you, and things that 
accompany falvation. May the bleſſing of the 
ä Lord reſt on every one of you; and may many of * 
Cc | you 5 
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you be bas to be eminent bleflings to che Bri 
tiſh nation, and to the church of Gd. 
I ſhall now addreſs myſelf to all who are capable} 
by their charitable contributions, of helping for- 
ward the good education of poor children. If you 
have no children of your own, your freedom from 
the charge of maintaining and providing for a fa- 
mily ſeems to commit the children of the poor to 
your compaſſionate regards. Let it therefore be 
your delightful work, to reſemble him who is a 
father to the fatherleſs, and the orphan's ſtay; 
and he will give you a name and a place better 
than that of ſons and of daughters. If God has 
bleſſed you with children, natural affection to them 
ſnould ſuggeſt to you thoughts of pity for deſti- 
tute orphans, who want advantages for temporal 
and eternal happineſs, which your children, and 
even many of the children of the poor, enjoy. 
Perhaps a little laid out for their relief may derive 
a bleſſing on yourſelves and families: whereas 
your ſhutting up owels of mercy, and with- 
holding more than is mèt, may blaſt * beſt en- 
eur for your own offspring. 
And now, may the Lord ſtrengthen Fed hav of 
Zion's gates. and bleſs her children within her; 
may he make peace in her borders, and fill her 
„with the finelt df the wheat; may our ſons be as 
plants grown up in their youth, our daughters as 
poliſhed ſtones carved aſter the Fs of a pa- 
- lace; and may the Lord make all grace to abound 
towards us, that we always having ſufficiency in all 
things, oy” abound 1 in SE. 
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